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LAID THE CORNERSTONE

Impresswe Ceremony and Inter-
estmg Addresses .at. New
.‘Baptist Church Site. 7

g !I'uesday, July 4 marked an- all-
unp rtant - mllestone in.>the Baptlst
churehz hlstory ‘of Llherty a.nd the
'commnmty ‘when the - cnrnerstone ot
| w '$128,000 Second Baptist
|church (as’ laid by the Grand Lodge
lAZ R & A, M. of. Mlssoum, Grand
| Master: Olaf % Lucas of:Kansas City
presxdmg i

N ; w‘c urch which
tis. in process of erectlon, wxll take
the place- of the .old church. bmlt m

Mangum, P as r of theuchm-ch, pré-
sided. | This inc¢luded addresses by;
Rev. L. M. Eroctor of Independence,
lwho spoke frepresentmg ‘the Baptists
‘of. Missouri; Dr:. D. W.- Moore, pastor
ofthe Liberty Chrxstlan church, who
represented the churches of Liberty,
and,Dr. J. P Greene, acting president
of William Jewell college, who spoke
for the’ college, e

The ceremonies began promptly at
2:30 - o’clock’ with. a large -crowd.. of
people assembled Many. ‘also’ gath-
'efed in nearl)y fawns and [porches to,
make . way for the. Masonic proces-
sional_in fullx regalia which was:
headed by the Liberty - band - ‘and . its]
conductor, Mr._ Jo G’ McCartney, ;

‘Besides  members of < the- Masomc
Grandv Lodge who were pre: nt, there
“in the ..Drocéssiona ﬁ:ibe
‘Lodge No. 31, A F &
erty” Chapter, No. 3, R.\ 5 :
erty Commandery, No '6,&16 ;g.‘nd
the: local DeMolay chapter:

The band played “On ard:Chris
tian'. Soldier” ds- the.; fpi:g'éé%si"' al
: |marched to-thé chirch'site and Gran
- |Master Lugas ascended, to t
form wheutgthe corni(l':tone was i
readiness. Rev.: L.°M. Proctor, pas-
tor - of-: the .. Independence: - Baptxst
" church, gave - the invocation.

< e

Ay’ Grand “Mister Liicasbégan the
stately. ceremony of! tﬁe cornérstone
h . R R o

organiiatlon ‘(xs the - oldest

building order. in. extstence it devotes

its - teriets and pnnm
: bui

}Ch_ap)_ n F.’ V ‘Loos, of leerty n
;a. -prayer addrl.\ssed .to..the ~Chief
Avrchiteét’ Mr. s peétitioned that
perfect harmony ‘and no discord reign
in the new House of Praye1
The contents of the box deposited
in thle cornerstone, ~ were read by
Grand . Treasurer. Mutt. Then the
band’ played “Lead “Kindly Light.”
Three grand officers of the Masonic
order tested the stone with- proper
implements of  |Masonry. Deputy
Grand Master’ Walter .Craven of ‘Ex-
celsior Sprmgs tested the ‘stone with
the square, acting Grand, - - Senior
Warden Clyde Crawford with- the
level, and acting* Grand Junio? War-
demr Alan F.:Wherritt with the plumb.
They. \{ound the stone: well'! “formed
and true and chmstene’d it with corn;
symboI of plenty, wine, ‘symbol ' of
‘and h app;ness, and the oil of

: s }address Grand Master Lucas
’spoke.to the ‘church, the - people and
of. the comerstone and said ‘in part:

“Be serviceable « to : théy-brethren:
and ‘fear ‘God, the Great Architect of
the Universe. - May this be a place of
concoui‘se of good men and may it
at’ all tlmes promote_ peace and con-
cor! ;

A fmal prayer by the Grand Chap-
lam concluded | the: Masomc “ceremo-

R

In -presentmg -the speaker repre-
senting Missouri” Baptists. and -all
Baptists’ at’ large, Rey:. L. ‘M. Proc-
tor, Di'.,.Mangum spoke of ‘the in-
scription ' on “thecornerstone -of ‘the
church and that Rev.. Proctors ad-!
dress would be based upon''the de-’
seription and ‘commitment of the:
church mscnbed on the stone
The id&gpﬁon igs - &
‘M? tl}ouse shall " be. called a

i _Eu Erayer for all peoples » !

| . Rev. Piactor divided: K, q’m"gt

linto three questmns\con

stope: but’ applying: to!the: . peo
th éh‘&’g“ls ‘it strong,hasxtluster,;{

and- lioespt fit?" “The stone i _not.'
like the others used in_the ‘building
of the chureh ” Rev Broctor s it
is.“sélected. - "It is: the only’ one at]
has " ‘Teceived - special - attentlon u;
dressmg and. lettermg szhlch of us
wilk. ‘shifie in: the service of- the
!church’ ‘Whose work and lives “will.
\have ‘the luster that -comes from
GQd?” -' 2

The speaker closed h1s talk w1th a
definition of’ Chnstnmty as glvenby
Charles Evans Hughes: - “To - have.
courage w1thout pugnacxty, ~ convic-,
tion w1thout blgotry,, charity Wlth-
out  condescension; ~faith - w1thout
creduhty, love of.. humamty w1th--
out mere sentlmentahsm, Ameekness
with power, and emotwn with san-
lty " v S
When Dr Mangum mtroduced I}r
Moorea‘ who spoke repreeentmg the
other - churches of leerty sa1d:,
\“Since” 'l;he.loss of our church we,
lBaptnsts‘ have unppsed much:” upon
lthe other churches of beerm. Th,e
.church’ as a ‘whole is under*deep ob—
hgatlon ‘to-them.” -g v
" In a masterful address, gWen with
an’. eloquent choice of" words,( Dr.
Moore said in part: “God ‘i is ‘the great
Artificef. - ‘He that . bﬁﬂdeth all
things is God” We are. here'vfzor a
word of congratulations .giving. .\goxce
to. the “feeling: of  all;, ¢ our: sister,

churdleﬁ, that you have wme to n




oY esentmg Dr. Greere, Dr. Man-
‘ is, church and Wllllam
e were porn within six’
74 eech other, he ¢hurch being'

ST N TS the older. The: two “have
warket together, ‘suffered . and  sac-;
rifided,’ ether :md "have - mutually
assist

1 other throughout the'
\‘sev'e‘;_i‘_ -’thr'ee ears.” 1
v only: two great Qstltu--
txons ét the world; the home and the!
church ? Dr. Greene sald in begmmng
his remarks, “and each lS in need of
the otl\er and cannot develop’ accord-
mg/toGod’s plan ~without constant as-|
soclatlo‘n and ™ commumon. Religion |
is the: hest thmg ir this life.as well-
as m'the life to come and my desire
‘a‘ll else: for the church and ‘for’
Wllham Jewell college is that you all|
help” “the boys: and " girls 'to’ become
.good Christiari men and women.’
| “Rock of Ages,” softly played by
the: band ‘and sung by ‘the standing|
crowds, after which Dr. Mangum
pronouriced - the--benediction: -
The : contents off.the copper box
placed 'm the cornerstone included:
Conténis™ of ‘the cornerstone of the
old .church ‘building. .
History of the church from its or-i
ganization in 1843 to date.
‘Rollof .church membership, 917.
- Seves I.; calendars showmgk the
h ectory.
rt - history of the Womans

\ing" ehfmlttee grven in chronologlcal
order

nerston laying ceremonies.
A 10,_2 catalogue of" Wllham Jew-

g of. the Word and Way,
ind, Foreign Field, the Liberty
“and Advance, the William
i ulletm a\nd Wllham Jewell

s of the Masomc bodies that
Haid th cornerstone—Liberty Lodge,

{&. F. & A. M., Liberty Chap-
|ter,, No; 3, R. A. M, Liberty, Com-
lmander , ‘No. l; » T and the rostet

rng oh leerty. Lk
! yof it e\ oard f
Libetty b 0 educatlon of
Namef, of ‘the. 'ty ﬁﬁcers and
board o public works.. .
Copy -of . charter and . rewsed ordl-

nances of the cxty “of. leerty.
Coins of 1922. i
Coins of 1843, the date ‘of the or-

ganization of the church donated b
Edgar Archer. d

The cornerstone box was. a gift of
Alvin Dudfield. g S

.____\ l

av

Hlstory of the Chnrc.h

The history’ of the Second Baphst
church as compiled by’ Prof. R. P.
Rider is quité complete from the year
of the' organization: of . the church,
1843, ‘to the present. Only two copies
of the -istory were pqnted the one|
that was - -put: into ‘the cornerstone and
the other:is. in Prof Rlder’s personal
possession.

- The history contams the “Declara-
tion of Faith,” the Covenant, the
Constitution and By-laws, the Calen-
dar, the' Articles of Agreement the
Act. of Incorporation, and .2 Histor-
ical Sketch of the Church from 1843
to 1922... .- -

The«gxplanatory port10n of the hxs-
torical “sketch - says, “the early records
of -the church were destroyed in the
burnmg of the Clay county court
“house in 1857. The second record
book, embracing the . _period  from
11857 to. 1869, has gone into undiscov-;
erable lndmg-, quite as-disastrous as
{was the -fire: Consequently, for the
ihistory. prior-to- 1869, we must rely
‘upon - the memories of those thén in-
{terested. in.its welfare and who have
|
{furnished perscnal reminiscences. We

the Missoun Baptlst Hxstoncal S0~
ciety.” .

of . Lib . Cla.y county, ‘Mo., with
the 73 win ”'5
smtere*as*ebnstxtuént' members:-
| Willikm D Hubbell and his wife,
Eliza’ H’ubhell “and“William P. ‘Hub-
\bell, their son, 1 Elijah-* Stout and his

med brethren and

have  also received some little aid|
from. .casual notes and minutes of|,
associations found in the archives of!.

On:May 2 1843 a Mlsswnary Bap-|-
tist church was orgamzed in the town |:

4

|w1fe, Amanda, Stout; John: W. Cock-
|rell. and ‘his “wife, Ehzabeth ((ockrell (
Robert “Minter and ‘his wife, Martha
| Minter; Mrs. Harridt Minter; Mrs.
‘Amanda -McCarty; Miss Betsy Dab-
ney—*—twelve -members in ‘all.

. It:is often made the ‘subject of in-
quiry -why ‘this' church was- called the
Second’ ‘Baptist: church: The condi-
tions . under.. which it received its
‘name are: these: For several years
ithere had- existed. in Liberty an anti-
.mission church. It numbered among
|1ts members some of the most influ-
!ential inhabitants of the town, friends
‘and relatives of those who were plan-
Knmg the new organization. To call
‘the new church’ “The Baptist Church”
'some 'argued, would be:to offer a
shght to-- the older communion by’
‘seeming to 1gnore its: existence; and
‘to. name . “The First Baptist
‘Chu.rch” would but “add’ insult.to ins
jury,” .so; though among them- there
were advocatés for each of the above
mentioned names, through the advice
of Elder A P. Williams the concilia-
tory-course Was-adopted and thesnew
organization calle;l “Thg: Second Ba.p—
tist Church of - Liberty, Missouri”



" (Mr. Williams - wad  pastor of the
Baptist church at: Lexington and as-
sisted W. C. Ligon, pastor of . the
Baptlst church of, Carrollton, in or-
ganizing the leerty church in 1843.)
{ The first church homeé .of the.Sec-
‘ond Baptist church was up on the hil
where Judge  Ralph Hughes’ resi
dence now stands. The church was’

r'ommodlou‘l brick house; hut at firg

'was merely -closed and made v}é ather-|’

itight. The walls were not plastered
and the temporary furnishing was, of
the rudest, most primitive kind. The
seats in“use were slabs and. punch-'
ieons borrowed from a nearby saw-
'mill -and~1did ‘upon - trestles; thé pul-
‘pit-was airough kitchen table, proba-
‘bly " likewise - borrowed.  'There was
preaching but once a month. :

This: chureh was destroyed by a
hurricane at 2:o’lock a.. m., Satur—
day, June 17, 1882; during the pas:
torate of Dr.B. G\Tutt An ‘inter-
esting collateral fact was told by one
who visited the scene the next morn:
ing. ‘The old clock was fastened se-
curely to the wall'on the north side
of the‘auditorium and after the storm
it . still hung, there though “'séverely.
wrenched- to-one; side, and-this faith-
ful wardén of thé flying hours Y;ad'
surrehd?:red xt:f f e at'exac:}‘y
a, m o f

During the {1me the flock was
without a -church ‘they met now in
the Methodist church, now, in’ ‘semi-
|nary ‘building, the tabemacle or! the
bank.hall. After one year and six
months of this wandering tent-like
campaign, the minutes of December
1, 1883, read in the grandeur-of. their
‘s1mp11c1ty, simply thus: “The church
met_in their new house " and opened
with devotional exercises.” L

And thus without any dJSpIay, as
records go, the .little band of 220
members heroically suffered t}xe losg
of their much-loved church house an
erected & more  commodious'-one onj
the- southeast corner of Franklin and
i Leonard streets at a cost ‘of $13 0001
? Dr. B.-G. Tutt remained as pastor,
‘of the new church seven years, :

} In 1892 the church mstalled a plpi—‘

organ.

In 1903 the church was enlarged to
a seating aapaclty of 1,200 seats and
remained  thus® until its destructlon‘
by: fire . March 21, 1920. _

During the 79 years of its life, the
Second -Baptist church has had 25.
pastors. They. include: .

Rev..A. P. Williams, 1843-1848..

Professors Dulin and Lockett 1849-

;1851 (joint) N

Prof. ! Dulin - (full charge), 1851~
1855.. (mso wprmclpal of the Yo,Emg
Ladi&¥’ seminary in- Libeérty.)

Rev. B. T. F. Cake, 1855-1856.-- .’

Rev. W."C. Ligon, 1856. = ' i~}

Rev. Josiah Leake, 1856-57. ( S

Rev. J. B. Link, 1857.

Dr. Ed. I Owen, 1858- 1860 who
was also professor of, ancient lan=’
guages in William Jewell college.

Rev. Wm. Thompson, 1860-1864.

Rev. W. C. Barrett, Rev. Asa N(
Bird (jointly), 1865. . :

Rev. X. X. Buckner, 1867. ‘~’

Rev. A. Machette, 1868-69.

Rev. J. M. C.. Breaker, 1870. ;

Dr. Rambaut, president of William,
Jewell college, served as pastorinad-
dition to his collége duties 1870-1872,.

Rev. Wm. Ferguson, 1872-1873.

Rev. H. M.-Richardson, 8'73-1881|
(It was - during Rev. Richa; on’s pas-,
torate, May" 1,38V6; the’ ¢hufch yp=
ted to use the organ in:its public ser:
vices. There, was some abjection; to
what was. called a s1nfu1 jinnovation,
but it was-deemed the wise:policy to
move .onward and coneihate the ob=
jecting meémbers later.) ™ i

Rev. B. G. Tutt, August 1881
December, 1889.

Rev. Sam Frank Taylor, 1891—1894 g

Rev. T. P. Stafford, 1894-1900. , -

Rev. F. W. Eberhardt, 1900-1907.

Rev. J. P. Greene and .Rev. C. M.|
Williams were supply pastors 1907- ’
1908.

Dr. H. A. Bagby, 1908-1914

Rev. S. B. Cousins, 1911—1917.

Dr. J. P. Greene and .Rev. Joe
Cooper were supply pastofs 1918.

- Rev. 0. R. Ma,ngum, S'eptemlier,

1910— oy Lo




